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Register today for the 
Virtual 128th IMA 
Annual Meeting of the 
House of Delegates on
October 9, 2020. 
The meeting starts at 
8AM and is FREE to
attend. 

All Meeting Materials 
are available at 
idmed.org. Please 
read Page 2 for more 
information on the 
policymaking process. 

Don’t miss featured 
speaker Rosemary
Gibson, author of
China Rx: Exposing 
the Risks of America’s
Dependence on China 
for Medicine. China Rx 
was selected by the 

National Press Club for 
its 2018 book fair. 
Gibson is Senior 
Advisor at the Hastings 
Center and an editor 
for JAMA Internal
Medicine. 
Join your colleagues 
and help shape IMA 
advocacy and prioritize 
resolution issues for 
the 2021 legislative 
session! 
With a virtual HOD 
meeting this year, it is 
easier than ever for you 
to serve as a delegate 
and have your voice 
heard!
Visit idmed.org to
easily register by 
Oct.2!

www.idmed.orgIdaho Medical Association
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IMA Annual Meeting Materials Now Available
The IMA House of Delegates (HOD) will be held virtually in 2020. This new format brings changes to the 
review, testimony and adoption or rejection of HOD business. The IMA Board of Trustees’ intent is to 
expedite HOD procedures while still allowing delegates to provide input into the policymaking process. 
Although the offi  cial 2020 IMA House of Delegates meeting will take place via video conference on Friday, 
October 9, most of the input and testimony will be submitted in the weeks prior via the Virtual Reference 
Committee tool.

Sept 9-24: VIRTUAL REFERENCE COMMITTEE
On Sept. 9, the House of Delegates (HOD) packet was posted on the IMA website. ALL IMA members will 
have until Sept. 24 to review the proposed reports and resolutions and provide comments via a Virtual 
Reference Committee (VRC) tool. View the VRC tool here: bit.ly/AnnualMeetingIMA

This VRC online tool allows IMA delegates and members to provide written testimony, comments or 
amendments regarding all proposed resolutions and reports. As with the in-person process, individuals 
can voice their support, opposition, and suggestions for amendments for each proposal. After the VRC 
comment period closes, no further input or testimony will be considered. Please review the Annual 
Meeting Guidance and Procedures below to know how and when to participate in the policy making 
process. 
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Smoke Triggers Air 
Quality Advisories 
Across Idaho
Wildfi res have caused a blanket of smoke over 
Idaho. The Idaho Department of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) has issued a Red Unhealthy Air 
Quality Advisory for the Treasure Valley 
starting on Monday, Sept. 13. The Lewiston 
region is also in a red zone. Air quality in Coeur 
d’Alene was categorized as very unhealthy. 

Idaho DEQ also issued a Stage 1 Air Quality 
Forecast and Caution for Ada, Adams, Boise, 
Canyon, Elmore, Gem, Owyhee, Payette, 
Valley, and Washington counties. This prohibits 
all forms of outdoor burning. 

According to DEQ, these advisories mean that 
sensitive groups should avoid prolonged or 
heavy exertion outdoors, this includes people 
with heart or lung disease and children and 
older adults. Everyone else should reduce 
prolonged or heavy exertion. 

CMS Kills Proposed 
MFAR Rule
CMS is withdrawing its much-maligned 
Medicaid fi scal accountability regulation, CMS 
Administrator Seema Verma said in a tweet 
Monday.

The proposed rule was opposed by a wide 
range of stakeholders, including providers, 
state regulators and governors, patient 
advocacy groups and members of Congress 
because it would have ramped up federal 
oversight of how states fund their Medicaid 
programs and possibly led to signifi cant 
funding cuts.

“We’ve listened closely to concerns that have 
been raised by our state and provider partners 
about potential unintended consequences of 
the proposed rule, which require further study. 
Therefore, CMS is withdrawing the rule from 
the regulatory agenda,” Verma tweeted. 
According to an analysis conducted for the 
American Hospital Association by Manatt 
Health, the changes could have cut total 
Medicaid funding by up to $49 billion annually 
or roughly 8% each year. [Modern Healthcare, 
9/14]



If you would like to to use 
an absentee ballot to cast 
your vote in the 
November general 
election, your completed 
application must be
received in the county 
offi  ce by 5:00 PM on 
Oct. 23, 2020. 
Visit idahovotes.gov to 
request your ballot. 
You must have an Idaho 
driver’s license or
identifi cation card and the 
last 4 digits of your Social 
Security number to
complete the Online 
Absentee Ballot Request.
During the special session 
of the Idaho legislature, 
the governor signed two 
bills regarding the
November general 
election. 

HB 1 guarantees that 
in-person voting will be 
allowed in some form 
across Idaho as an option 
to voters. SB 1001
essentially buys more time 
for county clerks to
process the expected large 
infl ux of mail-in ballots. 
If you wish to vote in 
person, be sure to look up 
your polling location
options by visiting your 
local county clerk’s 
website. 

Congratulations to IMA 
Trustee Dr. Megan Kasper 
who was featured in the 
Idaho Press for receiving the 
University of Washington’s 
2020 Idaho WWAMI Award 
for Excellence in Teaching! 
She makes time year-round 
to mentor medical students 
in her Saltzer Health OBGYN 
clinic in Nampa. Way to go, 
Dr. Kasper!

Read the full news story 
here: bit.ly/IMAintheNews

Request
Your
Absentee 
Ballot
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Trump Releases Major Drug Pricing Order
On Sept. 13, President Trump released an executive order that would drastically cut how much 
Medicare pays for virtually all of the drugs seniors take — the boldest move yet he’s taken to 
lower drug prices since taking offi  ce.

The policy vastly expands an older, controversial drug pricing policy that Trump has been teas-
ing for months. Eff ectively, it will force drug makers to off er their medicines to Medicare at the 
same prices they do in other countries, as a so-called most favored nations policy. Where an 
earlier version would only have applied to Part B drugs, which are administered in doctors 
offi  ces, the new version also applies to Part D drugs, which are sold in pharmacies.

The move could cost the drug industry billions and dramatically cut drug prices for most seniors. 
However, it’s unclear if Trump can implement the policy before the end of his fi rst term. The 
Trump administration still hasn’t released formal regulations to implement the policy. That 
process typically takes months, if not years. [Florko, STAT News, 9/13]

IMA Members 
in the News
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Last Chance to Register! IMA Webinar 
Education Series
Challenges and Changes Series: The New Frontier of E/M Coding - Breaking Down the 2021 
Guidelines (1 CEU)

Wednesday, September 16, 2020, 12:15 – 1:15 pm (MT)

Register TODAY for the next IMA Education Webinar, “Challenges and Changes Series - The New 
Frontier of E/M Coding - Breaking Down the 2021 Guidelines.” Here is a brief overview of what will 
be discussed:
  
• Patients over Paperwork initiative - The CMS initiative to reduce the burden of documentation 
• 2021 E/M Updates - Comparison of present to future E/M criteria for new and established pa-
tients; this will also cover time-based services
• Questions by participants
  
Register today to join IMA Reimbursement Consultant Jana Weis, DipCom, CPC, Principal, Gill Com-
pliance Solutions. This webinar will be presented via Zoom and dial-in instructions and any presen-
tation materials will be emailed to you the day before the webinar. A registration form is avail-
able at idmed.org. Questions? Contact the IMA at 208-344-7888 or rebecca@idmed.org.

This program has received prior approval by the American Academy of Professional 
Coders (AAPC) for one (1) continuing education credit. Granting of prior approval in no way 
constitutes endorsement by AAPC of the program  content or the program sponsor.



National Physician Suicide Awareness Day
The AMA and IMA are deeply concerned about the impact COVID-19 has had on the 
intensifying mental health and burnout crisis among physicians and other health care 
professionals. 

In light of National Suicide Prevention Month and National Physician Suicide Aware-
ness Day on Sept. 17, the AMA developed engaging, evidence-based online modules 
to help educate physicians, residents and medical students on assessing risk factors 
and warning signs for suicidal ideation or behavior. View the modules here: 
bit.ly/AMAModule

Physicians may not have received training on the best ways to recognize warning 
signs that a colleague or patient is in distress and/or may be considering suicide, or 
may not know what steps to take if they do recognize signs of distress. Another mod-
ule details eff ective prevention strategies to identify at-risk physicians and facilitate 
access to appropriate care, view it here: bit.ly/AMAModule2

Most recently, the AMA wrote letters to Representatives Max Rose and David McKin-
ley and Senators Tim Kaine, Todd Young, Jack Reed and Bill Cassidy in support for 
H.R. 8094/S.4349, the “Dr. Lorna Breen Health Care Provider Act,” which addresses 
the mental health needs of the health care workforce in the form of national policy.  

The IMA wants to remind providers of some of the wellness resources available to 
you during the COVID-19 pandemic:

• Physician Vitality Program (bit.ly/PhysicianVitality): The IMA Foundation has 
helped temporarily expand the Ada County Medical Society (ACMS) Physician Vitality 
Program (PVP) statewide, as a resource for ANY IMA member in Idaho (including PAs 
and NPs who are IMA members). This is a confi dential and no-cost resource.

• Idaho Coronavirus Counseling Assistance (bit.ly/IDcounseling): Idaho’s coun-
seling assistance program for frontline healthcare workers.

• Headspace (www.headspace.com): A guided meditation app that is off ering 
all US healthcare professionals free access to Headspace Plus through 2020.

COVID-19 Hot Spots and Trends in Idaho
The Idaho Department of Health and Welfare has expanded it’s online dashboard to now 
include hotspot information and trends. On the expanded dashboard, you can also view 
several sets of data with corresponding graphics such as death by demographics, emer-
gency deparmtnet visits and ventilators and ICU beds. 

To view this data, visit coronavirus.idaho.gov and click COVID-19 Data Dashboard. 
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Medical Practice 
Opportunities

Family Physician Provider Opportunity with Primary Health Medical Group

Established primary care group in Boise, Idaho is seeking a board certifi ed/eli-
gible family physician to work in APPOINTMENT-BASED FAMILY PRACTICE clinics 
in Boise, Meridian, Nampa, Kuna or Caldwell, Idaho.

SIGNING BONUS MAY BE AVAILABLE.

OPPORTUNITY FOR PARTNERSHIP MAY BE AVAILABLE.

Hospital call for this appointment based position is 1:30 and is only phone calls.  
Hospitalist coverage is provided. We have a nurse triage service that handles 
most of our patient calls.

Boise/Caldwell off ers a complete complement of sub-specialties for physician 
support and a very competitive compensation package. For more information, 
contact Becky Nelson at becky.nelson@primaryhealth.com.

To place a Medical Practice Opportunities Classifi ed Advertisement, please 
contact: Amika Empey, Director of Communications at 

208-344-7888 or by email amika@idmed.org.
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September 16, 2020 
IMA Education Webinar Challenges and Changes Series: The New Frontier 

of E/M Coding - Breaking Down the 2021 Guidelines (1 CEU)

September 17, 2020 
Holland & Hart Law: Idaho Patient Act Webinar

Additional information and registration forms for webinars 
are available at www.idmed.org

Calendar of Events

Idaho Medical Association
Unifying and advocating for 
Idaho physicians

Telephone contact: 208-344-7888 

E-mail contact: amika@idmed.org
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